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Welcome to Lessons Learned x 2.

We are thrilled to have you join us!
Is this guide for you?
No matter if you are a new or experienced homeschool parent, we have all had years
where curriculum selection is just plain tricky! Our extensive guide utilizes our 30+
years of homeschooling experience to help you narrow down your curriculum choices.
Save time, money, AND stress by systematically working through this guide to find
curriculum that fits YOUR FAMILY!

We have been there!

Between us, we have 12 children from kindergarten to college-aged and have
homeschooled them all. We have experienced a lot! We are passionate about all things
homeschooling and are excited to share our knowledge with you. Ultimately we want to
share the lessons we have learned and aid you in having a stress-free homeschooling

experience!

Whether you are considering beginning homeschooling, adjusting to a new season of
homeschooling, or an experienced homeschooler who needs a different perspective--

we are here to support your journey.
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Getling Stoarted

Have you started searching for next year's curriculum?

Are you dreading the looming task of finding curriculum for your family next year? Or
are you excited at the new possibilities that you will discover? It is totally ok to be
feeling either one of these. Trust us, over our last 15+ years of homeschooling we hn

felt both ends of the spectrum and everything in between!

New and experienced homeschoolers are beginning to searc ?the
perfect curriculum for their upcoming homeschooling year choiceis a
HUGE homeschooling topic!

Trust us, over our last 30+ years of com ‘Qoollng we have felt both ends of

the spectrum and everything in be@w ave chosen amazing curriculums and
children from kindergarten to college-aged can

ave determined the steps can help you narrow down

some that have totally flo
attest to that! Alon
your curricul ions quickly and implement the ones that BEST fit your family.

Ultima 0t to share the lessons we have learned and help you have a stress-

fr ooling experience!

» Often it seems easiest to jump right into previewing and purchasing curriculum based

on reviews, Facebook posts, or what you have heard works for others.
While it might seem like a timesaver to ask

other homeschoolers or ask on Facebook to

find what others are using, you will soon LLx2 Tip:

realize that what works for them will likely Homeschooling

not work for you. Each family has its own curriculum needs to fit
unique journey! YOUR family, not the

other way around!
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If you copy what someone else is doing there is a chance you will end up very
frustrated and discouraged. The reason: those methods don't account for what YOUR
family needs. The best way to tackle finding the best curriculum for your family is to

START with your learners and find something that fits them!
Let us fill you in on a secret....there is no such thing as the “PERFECT” curriculum!

Flexibility is the name of the game. You will likely need to make small adjustments as
you work through a program, but on the flip side, you should NOT have to overhaul the

entire curriculum to make it work for your family.

To set yourself up for a successful homeschooling journey, you will need to dedicate
some time to figure out what curriculum will be the best fit for your family:There is SO
much to consider before diving into specific companies and programs--we are here to
walk you through the process in an easy, step-by-step manner. In just 6 steps, you can
have the wide range of homeschooling curriculums narrowed down to only a select few

that will fit into your homeschooling vision!

5%}”‘0 Success:

§ Your Children

tep 2: YOU (the teacher)

Step 3: Homeschool Environment
Step 4: Types of Curriculum

Step 5: Previewing Curriculum
Step 6: Purchasing Curriculum

P
Pour a cup of coffee or tea, grab a pen to take notes, and let's :iD

take the first step in finding the best curriculum for your family! @




Stop 1: Yo, Cliloire O- Step b: Purthasing Cavrieadin ©-

Befare beginning to research the MASSIVE amount of curriculum options that are CW?WWM’

available, you need to consider several factors that will impact your curriculum choice.

You have made your cheices! It is time to start purchasing materials. Did you know
and help you build a salid foundation for your homeschoaling year!

that most states spend an average of $7,000 to $22,000 per student per school year?

Let's begin this process by first considering the whole reason you are thinking about or Incredible, right?! Fortunately, hameschoaling can be done for MUCH MUCH less than
started homeschooling-YOUR CHILDREN! Your children's age, ability, and learning style that! We will provide you the tips and tricks you need to know to stay within your
wil significantly impac DR ' co [

@— @—h a2 wariety of

The age of yaur childre 6‘{ %ﬁe :4? . ) CW&W 3 find online free
curriculum you choose W Z-' g ( ) 5 pj 5 s of dallars. You
You are in the final stretch!

With Step 1 complete, it is time te mave onto Step 2. Have you ever thaught abaut X X o .
Let's discuss where you can take a look at your final options. There is just something

= Are your children y

" ) YOUR preferences and the impact they will have an your next year's curriculum?
focusing en the ba P pact they yo yea acurri in your hands 2 ability to flip through it before i the more
bogged down with ) making the final decision. Of course, online previewing is also a terrific option because o
s into You play a significant rale in curriculum decisions as welll Your teacher involvement, B 1are likely to
FRLICIC, #8C, ko &w ) d - ol hel he f often, itis just not possible to preview a hard copy of everything you are looking at!
curriculum an should help d the type of . ) .
Shorter lessons are There are several things to consider when previewing material.
curriculum you choose. ——

+ Do you have middl

independent work

into lessons withoy 0 6— 18 activities and
subject matter to f Consider! W 3: #WM E—Wft W y: ]’ 6& c 0 g k o a sample is ool Bus DVDs,
ahook ar compute program. ‘ ° W ito see if they r the year.

wiould you You have a solid foundation established! You now have a solid idea of what you are looking for in a curriculum and
* Do you have childr feel more You know what your children need and what your preferences are! what will wark for best for YOUR family! e an excellent
days easier-if your supportiv it is time to think about how you will homeschool. This will have a significant impact on y decide if they
£an be 2 few years your curriculum decisions, There are countless curriculum choices for you to investigate--which is great......and ant to preview materials, and
also curriculums di vour anay not so great then so many
the main content a Knowing what kind of ment you are will guide you to you and help —
level. Nat every chi :::: :::: certain companies with products created for that approach. What best describes your Thisis when that overwhelming feeling can crezp in.._but ifyou have  soid
ways to combine! I homeschaol style: classical, Charlatte Mason, Montessori, unit studies, unschooling, foundiatian, which you complated inthe first three steps, you willbs able to focus on ering-mast
ppoi traditional, or eclectic? Additionally, you might participate in an online class or co-op what its your family and narrovw down your choioes quickly. wrriculum or
setting that dictates a particular curriculum ta use. e area,

If you have a preferred hameschooling approach, you can quickly reduce your options REslike s
POPULAr APPrOdcHes T0 HOMeSCHOOLING by researching curriculum that only falls into that method. A quick online search such fers an

Also, cans
as "Charlotte Masen Curriculum” or * "Classical Homeschool Curriculum” will get you

curriculur E é Eg Z é EZ é E started. thooling more
toaddak

25 ‘ust in case”

1o also co (LassicaL- ‘Otherwise your options include: st they have,
program { This popular and mere rigarcus approach follows a chrenclogical plan so that concepts ALL-IN-0ne curricuLum-

from subjects are taught together within a historical period. Great Books guide the « ke willinclude plans and materials for every subject of a particular grade level.

students instudying  -~-*ant and influential ideas a5 they were developed MULT-aGe CUPFICULLM-

throughout histary “~a noen-ended questions allowing far

deeper exploration * Many history programs (and some science) incorporate K-8 or K-12 activities. You

Trapimonat-
This method follo

read the core text as a family, and the program Suggests a wire ram== -*

Sesignments tn oo

programs found Recap On LearninG STYLES
and scheduled n
useqt Meeds
with national st . ffems, o, Iy 0 Wants, oge Whethe, i
Y1ouse &S and T you nd alot?
budge; Torm i, . Bt place. top, 88 new g <an Does your child move arou
*guide; NS Your oy o o5 prefer not to sit st
Plan yoy, core 70U o g ke to actively partiipate n learning?
Urri .
00 haye Money fen Culy, 10re by, + Talk with their hands?
R8N 80 ahagg. and by, OV in the et ar, Ving extras, + Like to touch objects? © manipolate bjectsand earn best when
iy s 23 . . touch, an
M Of hose gy o hae BUThoseq, These kids love to move:
85 you haye PUF basj are in motion.
e your cs, they
e mon, veson,
use g
se 9 the scp, Ik (alov?
Storg, oo} . our child like to tal
o ey 5 Oy i Year, poeseut
joy music?
so  Thatp, 2 wan - ey ren ones?
M Manipyay ives 9t currig oy nmt + prefer verbal instruction over Wi
W througy + Likes lectures or videos? ) noise?
e e . trouble concentrating when there 5 sagoind B erencout
- to discuss material. listen ©© recordings.
ids love
demy, These kids
sor, roblems.
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TeacHinG styLe

Finally, think about your teaching preferences in terms of teaching style.

tudying with flas!
Wwhat \eve! of 8 ke ‘ Just like your kids have a preferred style of learning you have a preferred .
subjec? Seats o7 5. PLzajes method of teaching! And although your teaching style might not be the primary use visual aids
8rage safe, way you choose curriculum, it can be helpful to know once your choices are
narrowed down. Which one sounds most like you? rriculum that

arnerinthe

‘ Kuesthelio Teachers:

* Use reallife examples.

ject?

subl
Tor a curticuu™ fora

nave
jons do you
expectato g
\g‘t::;\eng\ng? Supportive

« Encourage students to use all sensory modes
* Include demonstrations, hands-on activities, and working models
 Apply the concept they are teaching to practical situations

loctifosy Teachers

« Use their voice to explain concepts or summaries

« Love discussions on topics Socia/
oo « Incorporate recordings, presentations, and debates S"Jdles
T things WOU « Paraphrase directions, ideas, and concepts

o difere

nat is YoUr eaching p'e(‘EIence’Z

-
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Wke 0 nycotpmate into your teaching?

Viual, Toachers
* Use written text to explain concepts.
« Use handouts and study guides

* Display important ideas on whiteboard or poster 4
« Use lists, outlines, charts, and diagrams
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//WW%W@ Suppor Fou You!

If you would like assistance in narrowing curriculum that supports your homeschooling
vision, we would greatly enjoy working with you through one of our mentoring
packages at LLx2.com. With our combined 30+ years of homeschooling knowledge and
experience, we can provide you with a variety of options for developing your
homeschooling program.

=

EMaIL MENTOrinG

Great for choosing curriculum for 1-3
subjects for up to two students,
general questions, or scheduling

matters.

INCLUDES:

e An initial questionnaire we send to
you to assess your needs

o 2 detailed email exchanges
including information, links, and
suggestions up to two pages in
length each

)
ESSENTIAL VIrTuaL MENTorinG
Ideal for choosing curriculum for 1-3
subjects for up to two students,

adapting curriculum, or workload
expectations.

INCLUDES:

An initial questionnaire we send you
to assess your needs

A 30-minute virtual mentoring
session

A detailed email including a
summary of our meeting including
topics discussed as well as
recommendations

Perfect for curriculum planning for each of your children, addressing
W multiple concerns, and high school or transcript help.

ULTIMaTe

INCLUDES:

e Aninitial questionnaire we send you to assess your needs
VIrTudL e A 60-minute virtual mentoring session
MenTorinGg ° A detailed email including a summary of our meeting including
topics discussed as well as recommendations

We offer stress-free support to help you make the best decisions for
your family’'s homeschooling journey!

LLX2.com/ mentoring-options



https://www.lessonslearnedx2.com/consulting-options
https://www.lessonslearnedx2.com/mentoring-options
https://www.lessonslearnedx2.com/mentoring-options

